1st Quarter Reading Assignment:
Choose one of the following books to fulfill your 1st quarter reading assignment.

De Tocqueville, Alexis Democracy in America

Edmund, Morgan   The Puritan Dilemma: The Story of John Winthrop

Edmund, Morgan The Meaning of Independence
Gaustad, Edwin The Great Awakening in New England

Genovese, Eugene Roll Jordan Roll: The World the Slaves Made
Karlsen, Carol  The Devil in the Shape of a Woman: Witchcraft in Colonial New England

Labaree, Benjamin  The Boston Tea Party

McCullough, David John Adams

Michener, James Chesapeake

Michener, James Legacy

Sklar, Katherine Catherine Beecher: A Study in American Domesticity
*If you have another book of scholarly history (not fiction) that applies to American History between 1600 – 1800 you may get it pre-approved.

BOOK CRITIQUE RUBRIC

The book critique should be written in standard essay form, approximately 1000 – 1200 words in length, Times New Roman, 12 point font, have a title page and use proper grammar. I may decide to share your critiques with your classmates for their enlightenment. Contents must include:

1. The Story








25 pts

· What is the story, in brief? What are the key historical points?
      2.   Background of book







25 pts

· What is the historical and geographical setting of the book?
· In what historical time period does the book take place?
      3.   Application








25 pts.

· What do you think can be learned in terms of U.S. History and the culture of this nation?

· Was it written in the time period of which it deals with making it a primary source?  Or is it written later as a reflection of the time period?
      4.  Evaluation








25 pts.

· What parts of the book or quotation from the book will be indelibly etched on your mind?

· What human connections did the book help to make for you with other places and peoples, and other times?

· Why is this book an important contribution to your learning?
Each of the above questions should be discussed in at least a paragraph. Do not write in vague descriptions vague.  Use specific parts of the book to explain your points and give a complete, specific and detailed picture of the historical context. In other words, don’t just say “Western US during the 1800s.” Give definite dates, places, people, and events.

Due date: ______Friday, October 3, 2014________
